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Dissatisfaction with the precent regina in Slovakia is Inepeacing anong 
the workin clasces, the peasants, the clerics, and the small tustiaescnen. 


tne workers realise that the extravagant promises made by the Communist 
Party are not being kept: wages are being reduced and working hours are 
boing Inercesed, Strikes or arbitretion are entirely out of the quéstion. 
Gompulsory "ideological indoetrination! sessions take up the workers? free 
time In the evenings and "voluntary" vork brigades their Sundays, At the 
gas works of the Bratislava Dynanite-licbel plant, for example, wases vere 
reduced from 17 to Li. crowns per hour, reducing the take-home pay to a 
bare 1,800 to 2,000 crows per month after the deduction of union dues, 
insurance premiums, ete. When a Celegation of three workers protested the 
veduetion, they vere immediately disoatehed to ea labor earn, 


The mildest expressicn of dissatisfaction with the regime or with Living 
conditions in “lovakia is sufficient grounds for arrest and detention in 
a iabor camp. A three-man board attached to the Cadre Cormission of the 
Slovak Commumist Party has the funetion of deciding who ie to be sentenced 
te serve in a lator camp. There is no possibility of appealing against 
the decisions of this board. The members of + is board are: 


Lietavee (fnu) 
Or. Liehol Gera 
Dr. Zitnan (f5n)} 


above-nentioned board is, however, to be supplanted by separate com. 
Lesions whieh will ke set up in each "kraj" the nev adininistrative unit 
i 


iLovak forced labor camps are functioning at Novaly, Ustie na Oraveou, and 
flava (attecved to the state prison there), There is another unidentified 
comp in eastern Slovakia. It was at one time reported thet a fifth camp 
hed been set uo at Fetraelina » near Pratisiave, butthis is not now nelieved 
te be the cage, The camp at Novaky contains some 5,000 inmates, bot it is 
reported that a muber of prisoners from thie carp have been shipped on, 
pooeibly to the Soviet Union, 
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~~ AA, 
Most Slovak peasants lire in fear that their small holdings may someday be 
absorbed into collective farms. The first kollkhog 41n S‘lovaicia has alveadky 
taen established at Bela, near Parkan, Its manager isa a certain Paul Schule, 
a bankrupt landowmer from Orviste, He is not believed to be a convinced 
Communist, 


us cae” 


The more prosperous peasants, farzers of the "kulak" class, are being subjected 


to contiseatory taxation, and their production quotas are set at levels 
deliberately caleulated to ruin then, 


Bureaucrats and factory managers who kave gone out of their way to collabo- 
rate with the Conmumist regime are also begimaing to feel the lesh. They 
nave worked diligently to retain their well-paid posts in the nationalized 
enterprises, receiving from 20,000 to 30,000 crowns per month "on account, 
pending the permanent fixing of the rates of pay". Now, after almost a year, 
they have learned that their wages have been retroactively fixed at about 
nalf the rate they had been led to expoet to receive, They mast, furthermore, 
eventually pay back to the state the difference between what they hed req 
esived "on account" and ulat the new retrosetive seale entitles them regularly 
to receive, Still another blow has been dealt the colllaberationist manapers 
in the following wanner: when their concerns were nationalized, trasted 
Gormunists vere appointed to act as their deputies, Now, baving learned 
every trick of the trade, these sowealied dewuties are taking over the control 
ov tie various enterprises, and their former chiefs are being relogsted %o 
einer positions. 


The system of central menagement for each branch of industry, which was 
vtrocuced some tine ago, is now being revised, and the individual plant 
is becoming once more the basic industrial unit, 


4 vigorous campaign is eurrently helag conducted to combat the influence 
and reduce the etrength of the churchés im Slovakia. Minieter Cepicka 
wecently demanded in the Central Action Committee that all church prover ty 
be nationalized and that all priestsand pastors be paid as civil sorvants, 
This propogal will no doubt eventually be carried out. Ata vrecarnt nee ting 
of Protestent church councils in Slovakia it was decided that.if the state 
should assume the function of paying the ministers, end in this wey control 
the placement and transfer of the ministers, then the churches would re- 
nounce the financial. support of the state and rely entirely upon the support 
of their congregutions, 


All veports emanvting from Slovakia at the present time indicate the presexce 
of @ stron? undereurrent of anti-Gzech feeling among the population, The 
citizens feel that Slovakia was the most openly anti-Communist territory 
within the Soviet orbit, and that the short-sightedness. and doeliity of the 
Gzech politicians in Prague made the Commnict coup possible, The people 


particularily resent the fact that the Commnist vegine in Prague has imaored 
ali Slovak strivings toward autonomy and has pursued a policy of rigid 


eentralion. 


The antisCeoch sentiments deseribed above ave nownere, however, tranglated 
inte a desire for the reestablishment of the Gllovak puppet govermnant of 
1999=1945. The Slovak faseist leeders who succeeded in escaping te the 
Vatican, to Argentina, or to. Spain before the Allied advance in 1945 ave 
thoroughly discredited and have only a negligible follewing in Slovalcia, 
The people of Slevalia rcalize the necessity of remaining a part of the 
Gaacheslovak Republic and would not, upon the elimination of the GCommni st 
xegine, press for indenendent statas, 
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